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UM News Tips
University Communications • The University of Montana • Missoula. MT 59812 • (406) 243-2522
July 13, 1995
■  NATIVE GAMES TEACH CULTURAL RELEVANCE OF MATH -  Games of chance, 
common among American Indian tribes, will make mathematics fun for participants in a summer 
program aimed at encouraging minorities to pursue pharmacy degrees. Math hand games will 
besin at 1:30 p.m. Sunday, July 16, on The University of Montana Oval. Twelve Montana high 
school students participating in UM’s Health Careers Opportunity Program will learn math 
probabilities by playing the Northern Cheyenne Plum Stone Seed Game, a gambling game played 
by women of the tribe, and stick games, which are popular on all American Indian reservations. 
"Our goal is to help students recognize that American Indians had a very sophisticated system ot 
mathematics so that in the contemporary world, they should not hesitate to feel a connection to and 
an involvement with mathematics," says Reno Charette, HCOP project coordinator. The six-week 
program helps American Indian and other minority students with strong math and science 
backgrounds gain knowledge and build skills that will help them get into pharmacy school.
Charette can be reached Thursday and Friday until 5 p.m. at 243-2498.
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